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February 13, 2024  
  
Remote Testimony to Senate Education Committee  
Honorable Chair, Senator Molly Baumgardner  
Cyndie Rexer, Committee Assistant  
785-296-7368  Cyndie.Rexer@senate.ks.gov   
Room 445-S, State Capitol Building  
  
Opposed SB 437 –   Establishing the Kansas Education Enrichment Program to provide educational awards 
to elementary and secondary school students for qualifying expenses for educational goods and services.   
Hearing: Wednesday, February 14, 2024, 1:30 PM Room 144-S  
 
  
Honorable Chair Baumgardner and Committee Members,   
  
On behalf of the Kansas PTA, thank you for the opportunity to provide remote testimony in opposition to 
SB 437 – to reconfigure the ESSER short-term KEEP program into a stand-alone program.  I will be brief. 
  

• This bill conflicts with our Standing Positions and Legislative Priorities.  

• Kansas PTA opposes to the underlying structure of this bill:  

o While we support the allocation of new dollars to better meet learning needs of public 

school students, we encourage the legislature to direct the funds through our existing public 

school system.  

o The $100 million fiscal note could be added to the general education school finance formula 

for similar purposes and/or directed to the special education funding formula to shore up 

the shortfall in excess costs to our local school districts and coops. 

o Our classroom teachers and building support personnel are closest to those students and 

parents, to have needs assessment data on hand to most effectively and efficiently make use 

of additional funds to support learning recovery. 

o Further, the $2 million to $4 million in vendor fees set aside to administer a stand-along 

program could go directly towards services of the same public school students – essentially 

increasing the potential number of students serviced up to 4,000 more youth. 

 

 

• The original KEEP program was structured in the context of the ESSER Federal COVID relief funds. 

These are one-time dollars, with specific federal allowable uses. As with the other Kansas ESSER 

programs that will sunset at the conclusion of the federal COVID relief programs, so to should 
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this ESSER associated KEEP program.  

 

The Kansas PTA urges committee members to pass on SB 437. Thank you for your consideration.    

 
 
 

Mary F. Sinclair, PhD 

mfoxsinclair@gmail.com 

Kansas PTA Advocacy Team 

XTwitter @KsPTALeg  

Cc:  Denise Sultz, Kansas PTA President   
Devin Wilson, VP of Advocacy 
Rachel Russell, Legislative Liaison 
Kansas PTA Advocacy Team, KansasPTA@gmail.com 

  

THE PTA POSITION  
Kansas PTA is a nonpartisan association that promotes the welfare of children and youth. The PTA does 
not endorse any candidate or political party. Rather, we advocate for policies and legislation that affect 
Kansas youth in alignment with our legislative platform and priorities.  PTA mission and purpose have 
remained the same since our inception over 100 years ago, focused on facilitating every child’s potential 
and empowering families and communities to advocate for all children.  
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