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February 13, 2024 
 
Remote Testimony to House Education Committee 
Honorable Chair, Representative Adam Thomas 
Deborah Bremer, Committee Assistant 
785-296-3113 l Deborah.Bremer@house.ks.gov   
Room 286-N, State Capitol Building 
 
Opposed HB 2700 – Establishing the school library rating system task force to develop a rating system 
for materials available to students in public school libraries and requiring school districts to 
implement such rating system.     
Hearing: Wednesday, Feb 14, 2024, 1:30 PM Room 218-N 
 

 

Honorable Chair Thomas and Committee Members,  
 
On behalf of the Kansas PTA, thank you for the opportunity to provide remote testimony in opposition 
to HB 2700 – and a legislatively defined school library rating system.  I will be brief: 

• This bill conflicts with our Standing Positions and Legislative Priorities.  

• The Kansas PTA supports the expertise of our educational professionals to determine the 

process and selection of our public school library books. 

• Public school librarians and media specialists are an essential member of the building staff, with 

certification and often master’s degrees in education.  

• School library collections are explicitly curated to align with the district and state education 

standards, with the grade level learning goals and to supplement key content across the 

curricula, as well as the unique interests of the school community. 

• School districts across Kansas have policies and procedures for parents who prefer to limit their 

children’s access to the books in the school library. Typically, these steps are handled directly 

between the parent, the classroom teacher and librarian.   

• Another level of parent protections and parent voice can be directed through model policy of 

the Kansas Association of School Boards, including policies for parents to formally file 

complaints – in which their elected school board members would serve as impartial final 

arbiters if needed. 

• We also have external feedback that vast majority of public school parents are satisfied with 

their children’s education, as noted in a recent Gallup poll.i The same poll found that the adults 

who reported dissatisfaction had NO children in the public schools and very little if any direct 

interaction.  
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• HB 2700 is not necessary. Nine in every ten parents enrolled their children in public schools. This 

is not a public school problem. This is not a Kansas issue. 

Kansas PTA urges members of this committee to pass on HB 2700, to uphold the Kansas Constitution 

and the authority vested in our locally elected school board members as well as our elected members to 

the State Board of Education. Thank you for your consideration.   

 

Mary F. Sinclair, PhD 
mfoxsinclair@gmail.com 
Kansas PTA Advocacy Team 
XTwitter @KsPTALeg  

Cc:  Denise Sultz, Kansas PTA President   
Devin Wilson, VP of Advocacy 
Rachel Russell, Legislative Liaison 
Kansas PTA Advocacy Team, KansasPTA@gmail.com 

 

THE PTA POSITION 

Kansas PTA is a nonpartisan association that promotes the welfare of children and youth. The PTA does not endorse 
any candidate or political party. Rather, we advocate for policies and legislation that affect Kansas youth in 
alignment with our legislative platform and priorities.  PTA mission and purpose have remained the same since our 
inception over 100 years ago, focused on facilitating every child’s potential and empowering families and 
communities to advocate for all children.  

 
i K-12 Education Satisfaction in U.S. Ties Record Low (gallup.com) 
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